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VOLUNTEERING

King Street Cats:
Where cats are kings

BY KRIS CORONADO

This is the first in an
occasional series ofWeekend
columns about area volunteering
opportunities.

In a nondescript storefront in
Alexandria, Lorraine Refuto
stands on a tiled floor and
gingerly strokes a black and
white cat on the counter before
her. “Baby Girl was turned in to
us because her owner is now in a
nursing home,” she says. “She’s
the only one I forgive. The others,
not somuch.”

Created in 2003— and
formerly called the Albert
Foundation—King Street Cats is
a feline-focused animal rescue
that houses about 30 free-
roaming cats at its one-story
location. They perch on tiered cat
climbers, snuggle inside
blanketed boxes and rub against
Refuto’s legs as she reaches into a
cabinet to pull out a beige pet
carrier.

It’s 9 a.m. and she’ll be driving
an 8-year-old calico, Jay Jay, to an
appointment at the Fort Hunt
Animal Hospital. Refuto ducks

behind a door into a smaller
room to retrieve today’s patient.
Jay Jay suffers from feline
immunodeficiency virus (FIV), so
she’s kept in King Street’s
isolation area to prevent
spreading the virus to other cats.

“She was given up because the
lady said she wasn’t huggable
enough,” says Refuto, carrying
the case with the docile Jay Jay in
it. “I wonder if she knew the cat
had FIV and then turned her in.”

The 64-year-old retiree has
beenworking with King Street
since February 2010 and is one of
70 volunteers. The nonprofit
group, run entirely by good
Samaritans, raises its average
annual operating cost of $90,000
through fundraising and
donations. The volunteers serve a
variety of roles: feeding the cats,
cleaning the animals’ living space
and helping out at adoption
drives. Folks can pitch in asmuch
or as little as they want, Refuto
says. She typically contributes
nine hours a week, mopping
floors or driving cats to vet
appointments.

That’s what she is doing this
Wednesdaymorning, rolling
along the leafy George
WashingtonMemorial Parkway.
Refuto is one of four volunteers
whomake the trip once or twice a
week. There are scheduled
appointments to get new arrivals
spayed and neutered, as well as
unanticipated trips when a cat
gets sick.

Inside the veterinarian’s office,
it’s clear that Refuto has a
friendly rapport with the women

behind the check-in counter. In a
couple of minutes, Jay Jay is
taken into an examination room.
Refuto scoops her out of the
carrier and soothingly rubs her
sides as the cat’s temperature is
taken. “Jay Jay, you’re a pretty
girl,” she coos. She helps hold the
cat in place when veterinarian
Jennifer Bowles examines the
cat’s teeth and listens to her
breathing. Bowles recommends a
course of antibiotics for Jay Jay.

“They are by and large the best
rescue we’ve worked with,”
Bowles said at the check-up’s
conclusion. “Anything their cats
need, they’re going to do it. They
do a good job.”

Andwith that, Refuto returns
the cat to the carrier, signs her
out and is through the door by
9:45 a.m. One needn’t have any
veterinary experience to be a cat
taxi driver, Refuto says. “Be
willing to learn and have a love of

animals.” After an hour-long
orientation, a newbie would
accompany a seasoned volunteer
to a vet appointment to learn the
ropes before doing it alone.

Refuto returns just after 10
a.m. and puts Jay Jay in isolation.
She won’t remain there long.
After a follow-up appointment to
Fort Hunt, Jay Jay is soon
adobted by a local family. It’s one
happy ending, with dozensmore
to go.

Where is it: King Street Cats, 25
Dove St., Alexandria. 703-231-7199.
www.kingstreetcats.org.
Get involved: Volunteer orientation
is the second Saturday of themonth
from 11 a.m. to noon at King Street
Cats. Prospective volunteers may e-
mail contact@kingstreetcats.org.

weekend@washpost.com

Coronado is a freelance writer.
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King Street Cats is an animal
shelter that houses cats from
kittens to 11 years old.
Volunteers feed the cats or drive
them to the vet.

Don’t wait until Friday to get your
Going Out Guide fix when you can
connect with us online all week. We
update the GOG Blog every day at
wapo.st/gogblog. You can also get
the Going Out Guide in your inbox:
Our Monday and Thursday newslet-
ters tip you off to the best doings in
the days to come; on Tuesday the

focus is on families; Wednesday is
all about dining and drinks; and our
Friday blast brings you up to speed
on the weekend at the movies. Sign
up at wapo.st/gognewsletters. You
can also interact with us on Twitter
by following @goingoutguide or on
Facebook at facebook.com/
goingoutguide.

Concert Line (202) 426-0486
www.nps.gov/rocr

Saturday
September 3

23rd Annual

DC Blues Festival
FREE!
(NO tickets req.)

12 Noon
Preston Shannon&

the Preston Shannon Band
Grady Champion Revue
Nadine Rae & the Allstars
Anthony "SwampDog"Clark

& Blues Allstars
DC Blues Society Band

with Ayaba Bey
&MuchMore!

Historic Townsend House
Beaux Arts Mansion

Home of the Cosmos Club
2121 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Docent led tour of historic spaces in the
Mansion - Saturday, September 10 at 10am.

Free but individual reservations required.
Groups of four or fewer permitted.

Ages 12 and older only.
No shorts, jeans, flip flops or tee shirts. Call

for reservations no later than
12 o’clock Noon Thursday prior to the tour.

202.939.1589

RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN’S
OKLAHOMA!

FINAL WEEKS!
“HHHH.”

– Washingtonian
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MUSIC BY RICHARD RODGERS
BOOK AND LYRICS BY OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II
ORIGINAL DANCES BY AGNES DE MILLE | BASED ON THE PLAY GREEN GROW THE LILACS BY LYNN RIGGS
DIRECTED BY MOLLY SMITH | CHOREOGRAPHY BY PARKER ESSE

TROUBLE
IN MIND
BY ALICE CHILDRESS | DIRECTED BY IRENE LEWIS
FEATURING E. FAYE BUTLER

TO LIVE YOUR DREAM,
YOU’VE GOTTA WAKE UP.

BEGINS SEPTEMBER 9

ORDER TODAY! 202-488-3300
www.arenastage.org
1101 Sixth St., SW, Washington, DC 20024
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